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MANADO LEADERS DECLARATION

ON CORAL TRIANGLE INITIATIVE 
ON CORAL REEFS, FISHERIES AND FOOD SECURITY
Manado, Indonesia, 15 May 2009

We, the Leaders of Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Solomon Islands, and Timor Leste assembled at the Coral Triangle Initiative Summit held in Manado, Indonesia, on 15 May 2009.
RECALLING the Sydney APEC Leaders’ Declaration on Climate Change, Energy Security and Clean Development of 9 September 2007, which welcomed among others, the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security which aimed to protect the marine resources in the Coral Triangle region; 
Recognizing that the coastal and marine resources in the Coral Triangle region provide profound benefits to the people of the CT6 countries, including livelihood, income and other benefits, and accelerate progress toward the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) particularly for coastal communities.;

EXPRESSING concern over the serious level of degradation to the uniqueness, fragility and vulnerability of marine, coastal, and small island ecosystems within the Coral Triangle region, resulting from unsustainable fishing practices, unsustainable coastal development, land-based and sea-based pollution, international navigation in vulnerable waters, and climate change impacts, among others;
ACKNOWLEDGING existing multilateral mechanisms that aim to address the threats to marine, and coastal biodiversity, yet these [numerous agreements] have not adequately been effective in reversing rapid degradation in the region;
REAFFIRMING our common understanding to establish a cooperative arrangement to sustainably manage the coastal, marine, and small island biodiversity in the coral triangle region  and to ensure that these efforts contribute effectively to increasing resiliency and adaptation to climate change; 
REAFFIRMING FURTHER  that the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security (CTI-CFF), launched in Bali in December 2007, is a bold, new response to address threats to the marine, coastal, and island biodiversity within the coral triangle region through engaging multi-stakeholder involvement within all of our countries and to mobilize major support by external partners,
HEREBY DECLARE:
1. To  endorse the Joint Statement of the First Ministerial meeting of CTI-CFF held in Port Moresby on 10/11 March 2009
2. To [adopt] [acknowledge] the CTI Regional Plan of Action, a living and non-legally binding document, as a blueprint for CT6 governments and other stakeholders to sustainably manage coastal and marine resources for the long-term benefit and welfare of the citizens of the region,  that takes into consideration the different settings and prevailing laws and policies of each CT6 country
3. [To task our Ministers to further formulate the modalities of CTI-CFF with a view to enhancing the cooperation]
4. The ministers announce the adoption of our respective National Plans of Action and other pioneering programs that elaborate each country’s commitments to mark the successful implementation of CTI-CFF and to contribute significantly to achieving its objectives.
5. To express our appreciation to the Development Partners for their supports since the inception of CTI-CFF and welcome their continued support for the CTI-CFF programs as well as support from new partners
6. To hold the next summit if deemed necessary, in five years time, to help ensure that a high-level of political attention continues to be dedicated to these issues and to consider possible new actions needed
7. To establish the Permanent Secretariat of CTI-CFF in --------.
.
Done in Manado, Indonesia, on the fifteenth day of May of two thousand and nine, in six original copies.

For the Government of Republic of Indonesia

For the Government of Malaysia

For the Government of Independent State of Papua New Guinea 

For the Government of the Republic of the Philippines

For the Government of Solomon Islands
For the Government of the Democratic Republic of Timor Leste

